2018 IN REVIEW
“PLANTING HOPE IN THE BORO”

A NOTE FROM CLIFF & JANE
20 years ago, God entrusted us with a vision to bless HIS other
children who were struggling with disappointment, failure, and
discouragement, because of circumstances from financial or
spiritual decisions. It has been a true blessing to lead this
ministry, and to invite the hundreds of local Christian volunteers
in this amazing community to join in this vision.
We were excited that our new CEO, Bill Rawnsley, came on
board bringing his business and organizational skills as well as
a heart for serving with God directed vision. The new structure
of the Board of Directors includes working committees and has
expanded the numbers and diversity to include critical
professional skills and wisdom.
In 2018 we were blessed to be able to minister to over one
thousand more clients than last year. Our donations of food,
clothing, furniture, and miscellaneous items were up by 34%
and The Garden Patch Thrift Store increased 24%. It was
exciting to see how the community worked together averaging
nearly 500 volunteer hours per week as we continued to Help,
Educate, and Connect the underserved.

As you look at the following report and read the statistics, you
will be able to see how God has allowed us to carry out the
original vision of meeting more than just basic needs. We desire
to address the client’s real needs which result in changed lives.
Only in years to come will the impact be truly known of how
mentoring one is like mentoring dozens in the next generation.
We want to encourage each of you, who have invested time,
talent and treasure, and have been a part of this 20-year journey
with Greenhouse Ministries, to rejoice in what God is doing
through us all to uplift the downtrodden and discouraged in
our community. Many have been rescued from failure and have
found that Jesus is the only answer because of your investment
and involvement in Greenhouse Ministries.
Be Blessed,
Cliff and Jane Sharp, Directors
Greenhouse Ministries

MEET SUE
Sue and her children were referred to Greenhouse by a family
who had invested time into their family. After an interview with
Sue we were able to place her in our Greenhouse “Hand Up for
Hope Program”
The “Hand Up for Hope” Program is successful because it
offers a year-long accountability partnership with a struggling
individual or family, with a church, and with Greenhouse.
Sue was working when she came to us, but had lost her car and
was not able to keep all of her bills paid, or keep the children
in after school care. With this spiral down for Sue and her
children, they were headed for homelessness. Greenhouse
can help with the classes and goal setting, but without regular
mentoring from a church or group, some revert to the same
failing patterns.

The local church that welcomed in Sue and her children have
made all the difference in their lives. They temporarily financed
a place to live, made arrangements for afterschool care and
have involved her and the children in every church activity.
They even helped her find a better job and rides to work.
Those of us who grew up with Godly healthy loving parents
and caring friends, can only imagine being a mother caring for
4 children with no parental training.
When we can help relieve the immediate pressures of survival,
lives can be touched and goals can be reached. Sue and her
4 children now have a caring loving home church, a nice
apartment, and an income to cover their needs. Thanks to all of
the church partners with the Hand Up for Hope Program, you
are serving in God’s purposes, and are you are changing lives.

HELP: 2018 at a Glance
CLOTHES, FOOD, AND HOUSEHOLD GOODS GENEROUSLY DONATED:

325,667 lbs. of household goods.
32% increase over 2017

99,945 lbs. of food donated.
39% increase over 2017

GREENHOUSE ACTIVITY
828 clients
received
toiletries

793 clients
received
clothes and
shoes

286 sack
lunches
were given
to homeless
clients

We had 265
furniture pickups
48 bikes were given
to clients to solve
transportation
needs for work
77 clients received
services from our
Nursing Clinic

147 clients received
gas vouchers

Nearly
100,000
pounds
of food
donations
recieved

25 interns
were provided
with real world
training and
experience

Over 6,005
individuals
recieved food
boxes

325,673 misc
donations
provided by
5,857 donors
73 parents
received
baby
formula,
diapers, etc.
17 clients
received eye
glasses

245 clients received
appliances and
household goods
36 clients received
services from
our occupational
therapy interns
18 single mothers &
seniors received free oil
changes at our annual
Oil Change Event
7 formerly homeless
men were housed
and mentored in our
Wellspring program
885 clients came in for
free bread or a cup
of coffee and sit in a
warm, dry place

77 clients received
chiropractic services
44 clients
received ID
cards

13,000 pounds
were donated
to other agencies

24,176 volunteer
hours served

148 clients
received
counseling
10 clients received
notary services

435 clients took
advantage of
the legal clinic

251 clients attended class
during the year

119 clients
graduated a class
during the year

MEET JOJO
JoJo came to Greenhouse 17 years ago unable to read. Over the years
several tutors have worked with him to the point he read over 240
books last year. He has shown tremendous faithfulness and tenacity
to constantly improve. He recently completed a computer class and
is continuing to press on. He is a great example of the legacy of the
relational services offered at Greenhouse Ministries changing lives.

EDUCATE
We offered more than 15
re-occuring classes like
budgeting, parenting, HiSet
tutoring, computer skills,
Bible studies and life skills

Over 1400 hours of classroom work completed

More than 40 volunteer
teachers participated

More than 5,500 student
hours received

CONNECT
27 individuals
participated in hand
up for Hope

435 clients
were served at
our free Legal
Clinic

We had 36 interns from
various colleges

77 clients
received
services from
our volunteer
chiropractor,
100%
Chiropractic

We held our
4th annual
Game
Day Event
fundraising
for our new
building
raising
more than
$90,000

The Garden Patch
Thrift Shoppe
continues to
provide amazing
prices on high
quality items, with
all of the proceeds
going back into
Greenhouse
Ministries.
Garden Patch
sales have grown
more than 24%

MEET SOME OF THE VOLUNTEERS
CINDY PRESCHER
Cindy Prescher has volunteered at Greenhouse House for 4 years in variety of areas. She
currently works in the Garden Patch Thrift Store in decorating, merchandising, and runs
the register. Her pleasant smile and servants’ heart is a wonderful asset to our ministry.
She always helps others feel loved and needed. She enjoys the opportunity to spread the
love of God with customers.

DARRYL JENKINS
Darryl Jenkins is a retired city planner who has been volunteering since 2016. He is a
faithful and detailed assistant in the front office. He is always pleasant and jovial and
lifts up the atmosphere around him. He enjoys the ability to be an ambassador in the
community, relaying the stories of people being helped.

PEGGY HARRELL
Peggy Harrell has been volunteering at Greenhouse since 2016. She is a retired high school
guidance counselor. She is soft spoken, quick to adapt to procedures and opportunities.
She brings a professional and calming presence, wherever she works.

GAIL LOWRY

Gail Lowry Joined the ministry mid 2018 as a Counselor. She is a retired negotiator for
Insurance/hospital claims. With previous experience in counseling children of homeless
parents, she enjoys the openness and support of the entire team focusing on the client.
She brings professionalism and compassion to our clients.

NCOA VOLUNTEERS

JANICE JAMES

KATHY REEVES

GRACIE GOOCH

Janice James joined us in July after an
extended time of illness. She recovered and is
building her life back. She volunteers in the
food bank, sorting clothes, and in the Garden
Patch. She utilized the services at Greenhouse
Ministries from counseling, food bank, and
prayer. She has an optimistic attitude working
in the warehouse and food bank

Kathy Reeves has been with us since 2017
and can be found in the food bank and
toiletries areas. She has fortified the areas
with wisdom and creativity. She has learned
to grow in patience. She has told us that she
has learned most of all is that everyone needs
an opportunity to be heard.

Gracie Gooch has been with us for 9 years.
She would tell you she came to Greenhouse
a mess. She had difficulty trusting people and
lived in a shell for protection. She does a great
job in several areas and has been an on-going
participant in our tutoring program proving
that you are never too late to learn.

LATONYA MOORE
Latonya Moore has been volunteering since 2017. She was looking for a place to volunteer
with her daughters Dania and Ramya. Most weeks she is teaching basic typing skills with
adults. She enjoys helping others learn new skills and having her daughters by her side or
volunteering in other areas. She has a calm and encouraging approach.

BETH PALMER

Beth Palmer who sorts and sizes shoes, purses, belts, and leather items has been here
for more than 9 years. She enjoys the ability to interact in a community of authenticity.
She always is smiling and has an infectious upbeat spirit. She is faithful to volunteer all
year long.

MEET SOME OF THE STAFF
GINNY CARR

Ginny Carr is the Volunteer Coordinator. She has adapted quickly to the demands from
many avenues of volunteer options and opportunities. She has been instrumental in
creating weekend options for many students and groups to connect at Greenhouse. Her
organizational and relational skills will ensure a robust volunteer program.

AMANDA MCFALL
Amanda McFall started with Greenhouse Ministries as a Client. Her appreciation for the
help compelled her to begin volunteering. When an opportunity to work in the Garden
Patch, she had already proven that she is faithful and has excellent customer focused
skills. She has made a tremendous impact.

PHANHSAY PHANIVONG
Phanhsay Phanivong known simply as “P” started with us in June 2018 in the warehouse.
His work ethic and constant smile has a settling effect when donations seem to come in
faster than room is available. He is ever present to resolve problems and to suggest creative
solutions. Although a quiet man, his action speaks loudly of his commitment.

ANN DAVIS
Ann Davis recently joined us as a Social Worker. She is going to assist us in our connect
programs providing case management. She will participate in counseling and assist in
the on-going training of our peer counselors. Ann has already made her presence known
in some difficult backgrounds. She previously worked with Stepping Stones.
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WHO ARE OUR CLIENTS?
Peer
Counseling

Sorting
Donations

The single mom and grandmother who need assistance
The displaced and those who need help temporarily
The disabled and those on the low end of social security
The homeless

Black/ African American 34%
White/ Caucasian 60%
Hispanic 5%
Asian >1%
American Indian 1%
Middle Eastern >1%

Repairing
Bicycles

VOLUNTEER
HOURS AT
GREENHOUSE
IN 2018

Female 61%
Male 39%
The working poor, those with more month than money

24,176

Mobile
Food
Pantries

Office
Managing

Garden
Patch Thrift
Shoppe

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF “PLANTING HOPE IN THE BORO”
It all started with the Wow Jam in 1998 and outreach to Franklin Heights community.
Twenty years of helping, educating, and connecting people in need.
Founding Church Partners
• Christian Life Church
• Believers’ Chapel
• Stone River Church of Christ
• Kingdom Ministries

Founding Board Members
• Drew and Christy Sanford
• Phillip and Cathy Bobo
• Janet and Michael Mattingly
• Curry and Gale Peacock

THANKS TO OUR GRANT PROVIDERS
FUNDING PROVIDED BY

Charity Circle
City of Murfreesboro
First Tennessee Development Fund
Food Lion
Housing Assistance Council
Publix Super Market Charities
The Experience Church
The Experience Church
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development

PROGRAMS FUNDED

Food Pantry and Medications
General Allocations
General Allocations
Food Pantry and Outreach
Rehabilitating Veterans Housing
Food Pantry
Education accessibility
Blessing Bags for Outreach
Housing

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
JOHNNY B &
THE BALLADEERS

VISION FOR OUR FUTURE
During the past year, we have expanded and enlarged our connections and
impact within the community. Recognizing that there are people in need that
are home bound or not aware of services, we have taken to the neighborhoods.
We have adopted several streets with on-going projects that will build trust
and confidence. In addition, in 2019 we will include two motels and apartment
complexes to reach those in need. We have teamed with several church groups
to do beautification, bulb planting, and holiday cheer baskets. The mission and
message are simple, You matter and God loves You.
We have added to the staff three key positions; Occupational Therapist, Jeannine
Floyd, who will allow us to revive the OT interns’ programs, a Social Worker, Ann
Davis, who will assist us in establishing a case management process for the
connection programs, and Volunteer Coordinator, Ginny Carr, who has made
a significant impact already in opening opportunities for volunteers to come
regularly, for scholarship service, and community services. These positions will
provide the organizational structure to meet the growing needs of the clients
and community.
We reassessed the capital project after discovering that the costs of building had
increased more than 40%. Working with the board and staff we redefined the
project to include a two-story building on Academy St. The new building meets
the needs of the current organization and provides space for growth.

First floor has been redesigned to be focused on the client and services. There
will be counseling offices that will provide the much-needed privacy, OT
offices, Learning Center rooms, administrative offices, expanded waiting room,
expanded nursing clinic, volunteer training area, and a teaching kitchen with
banquet area. The food, clothing, toiletries, and other items will remain in the
existing facility and a voucher will be used for pick up after seeing a counselor.
The second story will include 17 efficiency apartments with a larger apartment
for on site superintendent. We have developed an 18-month program to address
the life and job skills of single men who are at the poverty level. The participants
must continue in the programs to remain in the housing portion. We are seeking
to change lives and have a generational impact.
Greenhouse and the Garden Patch Thrift Store operation continued to be a
service to the community. We received more than 425,000 lbs. of goods and
anticipate that number will continue to grow past 500,000 lbs. annually. This is
more than double in 24 months. The thrift store sales revenue continues to grow
more than 25% with 8% growth in transactions.
The organization is strong and prepared to serve the community and its needs.
Thank you for your generosity and partnership with us.

We are a Christ-based nonprofit and
we believe in the power of prayer. Day
after day we see prayers answered at
Greenhouse Ministries. We thank God
that he continues to bless us and we
ask you to join us.

We would cease to exist without
our volunteers. Our volunteers meet
with clients, they sort food and other
donations, they teach our classes,
work in the Garden Patch and much
more. Whatever your passion, we
have a place for you.

We take donations of all kinds at
Greenhouse Ministries. A donation
of money, food, clothes, toiletries,
household items or furniture ensures
that your neighbor will have what
they need to thrive.

GREENHOUSE
MINISTRIES
309 S. Spring St., Murfreesboro, TN 37130
501C3 Christian non-profit
615.494.0499
www.greenhousemin.org

